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 Finger Lakes Woodturners 

A Chapter of  
The American Association of Woodturners 

From The Chair ï December 2011 
 
Last month we had 
Malcolm Zander, 
the first national 
speaker of the sea-
son visit us to do a 
lecture, demonstra-
tion and workshop.  
By all accounts it 
was a great suc-
cess!  We had an 
excellent turnout 
from FLWT mem-
bers as well as oth-
er area clubs.  Mal-
colm did a great 

job lecturing about design and thin walled 
turning using dry material and eight 
FLWT members also tried their hands at 
the techniques developed and taught by 
Mr. Zander and the results were very 
good indeed.  The board of directors and 
I are very happy to see that the member-
ship came out in force to support this 
event.  Hopefully, this is the shape of 
things to come for future events! 
 
This month we will have a demonstration 
on hollowing tools and techniques with 
green wood.  This is a topic that had 
scored highly in our previous surveys on 
what the membership would like to know 
more about.  Hopefully this monthôs lec-
ture and demonstration can shed some 
light on the process and whet your appe-
tite to try it for yourselves. 
 
As you know, when we planned this sea-
sonôs events, we chose to have a regular 
December meeting in lieu of a Holiday 
party with the idea of a less formal party 

on another off-meeting night later in the 
season.  Our current plan is to have an 
end of the year party/picnic, probably 
sometime in May.  Weôll keep you all 
posted on the specifics but for now 
please keep your schedules open for 
some fun in early May. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 

Mark Mazzo 
FLWT President 
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FLWT meetings are held from 6:45 to 9:00 
PM (pre-meeting Show and Share starts at 
6:00 PM) on the 3rd Thursday of each 
month.  Our meetings are held at the Isaac 
Heating and Air Conditioning University 
classroom, 180 Charlotte St, Rochester, 
14607.  For more information, go to http://
fingerlakeswoodturners.org/. 

http://www.fingerlakeswoodturners.org/
http://www.fingerlakeswoodturners.org/
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I hope that everyone is enjoying the start 
of the Holiday season and also getting in 
some shop time - either to make gifts or 
try some new techniques.  Maybe some 
of you have even tried to put into practice 
what you learned at our meetings with 
Mr. Zander.  Iôm looking forward to see 
what everyone has to share at the up-

coming meeting. 
 

Until then, 
keep turning 
and keep 
learning! 
--Mark  ǅ 

(Continued from page 1) 

From the Chair                    by Mark Mazzo 

The ñChallenge Projectò for December is 
to design and turn a thin walled turning 
using dry material. Malcolm Zander de-
scribed very eloquently the process and 
turning techniques to accomplish this end.  
Many of our group have made thin walled 
turnings from wet wood but turning a thin 
wall with dry material is another matter. 
So, put your inspiration, design creativity, 
ñpatience and perseveranceò and delicate 
turning skills to the test with dry wood and  
see the result!  You might be surprised 
with your abilities!  
 
According to Mark Mazzo,  Malcolm Zan-
derôs advice is for us, above all, ñto al-
ways continue to try new things in order 
to grow our capabilities.ò   
 
Here are three examples of thin wall turn-
ings: one by Mark Mazzo from wet wood 
and two by Ralph Mosher from dry wood.  

The 
middle 
photo 
having 
a cyma 
recta 
(ogee) 
design 
was 
turned 

during 
Mal-
colm 
Zan-
derôs 
work-
shop. 
The 
turnings 
have a 

wall thickness of 1/16 inch as depicted by 
the end view photo and the measure-
ment.  Several other members have done 
thin wall vessels as well.  So give thin wall 
turning a try and see where it leads! 

The December Challenge Project        By Ralph Mosher 

                       Photos by Ralph Mosher 

Thin wall turnings by Mark Mazzo 
and Ralph Mosher 

Measurement showing walls are 1/16 inch 
thick 

Edge view of thin turnings 
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For our November meeting FLWT had the 
pleasure of hosting Malcolm Zander 
(www.malcolm zander.com) for a special 

Friday night 
lecture, and 
Saturday 
demonstra-
tion and 
hands-on 
workshop. 
 
Mr. Zanderôs 
Friday night 
lecture cen-
tered on 
Form and 
Design for 

woodturning and 
how and where to find inspiration.  Mal-
colm defined shape as a 2-dimensional 
concept extending to a form when we 

move to 3-
dimen-
sions.  
Again, by 
his defini-
tion, De-
sign is the 
process 
that we 
use to 
come up 
with a 
form and 
also how 

we decide to decorate it. 
 
Malcolm spoke of two ways that we hu-
mans learn about a form ï with our eyes 
and with our hands.  He noted a famous 
Richard Raffan quote: ñwhen the pretty 
figure or color fades you are only left with 
the formò.  The implication here is that a 
pure form is the basis for all good design.  
Malcolm indicated that he thought we 
were hard-wired to prefer some forms and 
many of those are found in nature. 
 
Mr. Zanderôs lecture went on to describe 
various elements of form and design in-
cluding: textures, decoration and finish, 
balance and proportion, symmetry and 
asymmetry, function and color.  He pro-
vided us with many inspirational photos 

(Continued on page 4) 

Malcolm Zander Lecture, Demonstration and Workshop     
                          By Mark Mazzo 
            Photos by Ralph Mosher, Jeffery Cheramie and Ed DeMay 
            *Photo with permission from Malcolm Zander 

Malcolm Zander in his workshop* 

Several examples of 
Malcolm Zanderôs 

work 
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as potential 
influential 
sources for 
our forms 
and design 
some from 
nature, 
some from 
architecture 
and some 
from other 
artistic me-
diums.  His 
basic mes-
sage to us 
was to al-

ways be exploring and taking things into 
our mental databases.  We should always 
be imprinting these things there for com-
parison.  Soon, with a good mental data-
base we will automatically start to trans-

late those 
ideas into 
our own 
work.  
Above all, 
his advice is 
for us to al-
ways contin-

ue to try new things in order to grow our 
capabilities. 
 
On Saturday morning, Mr. Zanderôs lec-
ture and demonstration continued and he 
concentrated on his techniques for thin-
walled turning using dry material.  Mal-
colm uses dry wood for this in order to 

keep the wood 
from moving dur-
ing the turning 
and drying pro-
cess so that he 
will end up with 
undistorted forms 
when finished.  
He used various 

diagrams and video clips to show us the 
techniques and processes that he uses to 
turn thin and dry.  The fact that he did not 
do live turning during this demonstration 
was ultimately beneficial because he was 
able to also impart a lot of additional 
knowledge on us that included his finish-

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

Malcolm Zander Lecture, Demonstration and Workshop     
                          By Mark Mazzo 
            Photos by Ralph Mosher, Jeffery Cheramie and Ed DeMay 

Malcolmôs thin ñHeart Seriesò 
vessel before embellishments  

Malcolmôs ñHeart Seriesò  
illustrating his edge carving 

and piercing 

Malcolm designs his 
own  unique vacuum 
chucks to finish the  
bottom of his work.  A 
wood blank of appropri-
ate length to reach the 
bottom of the vessel is 
attached to a One Way 
taperlock adaptor.  The 
blank is turned to the 
size of the vessel  
opening and drilled 
through.  A foam vacu-
um seal is added to the 
end of the chuck.  This 
method of vacuum 
chucking gives two 
point holding for stabil-
ity: vacuum at the bot-
tom and opening/rim at 
the top.   

One Way taperlock 
adaptor  

Foam seal 

Foam seal 

Taperlock 
adaptor 


