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From The Chair ï October 2011 
 
At our Board of Directors meeting last 
month we did all of our normal tasks, in-
cluding a quick discussion of the upcom-
ing monthôs demo(s).  This month we 
have two topics being presented: Sharp-
ening and Embellishments, both of which 
Iôm looking forward to.  While we dis-
cussed the upcoming demos during our 
meeting, we had an impassioned discus-
sion on sharpening and how important it 

is to know how to 
sharpen and use 
woodturning tools. 
So, I wanted to take 
a few minutes here 
to emphasize this 
concept and its im-
portance to our 
membership. 
 
Many of you are 
woodworkers at 
heart and so you 
know something 
about flat wood-

working as well as woodturning.  As a re-
sult, you may understand the concepts of 
sharpening edge tools like plane irons 
and chisels.  Moreover, you may under-
stand what a truly sharp tool can do for 
you in terms of control and precision in 
your woodworking.  It is true that a sharp 
tool is both more accurate and safer than 
a dull tool.  You stand a greater chance to 
be injured if you are using a tool that is 
dull and requires you to exert more force 
to accomplish a task and/or requires you 
to use the tool in a less than optimal man-
ner for a given task.  Of course, your level 
of woodworking precision also suffers 
while using a dull or improperly sharp-

(Continued on page 2) 

FLWT meetings are held from 6:45 to 9:00 
PM (pre-meeting Show and Share starts at 
6:00 PM) on the 3rd Thursday of each 
month.  Our meetings are held at the Isaac 
Heating and Air Conditioning University 
classroom, 180 Charlotte St, Rochester, 
14607.  For more information, go to http://
fingerlakeswoodturners.org/. 

Mark Mazzo 
FLWT President 
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ened tool.  Sharpening edge tools is a 
fundamental gateway skill to good and 
safe woodworking. 
 
Well, the story is the same with woodturn-
ing tools.  Without sharp tools it is very 
difficult to perform woodturning opera-
tions with proper technique and to com-
pound matters, with woodturning tools we 
also have proper tool profiles to consider.  
The likelihood that you will achieve good 
results with dull or improperly sharpened 
tools is very low.  Just like a sharp hand 
plane sings while taking gossamer thin 
shavings when smoothing the face of a 
board, a properly sharpened gouge cut-
ting wet wood is an experience to behold!  
However, to achieve this woodturning nir-
vana you first have to understand what a 
sharp tool is, what its profile should be 
and have a repeatable method for achiev-
ing those results.  Oh yes, sharpening is 
also a fundamental skill to good and safe 
woodturning. 
 
So, how do you get the skills necessary?  
First, pay close attention to this monthôs 

sharpening demonstration.  Second, at-
tend this monthôs workshop on sharpen-
ing and bring your tools and/or grinder for 
an inspection.  Third, seek out the help of 
one of our many mentors ï your sole in-
tent should be to understand proper tool 
profiles and sharpening techniques with-
out worrying about turning any wood.  Fi-
nally, practice these skills on your own so 
that you can replicate the results that you 
have learned - these skills take practice 
too!  Once you have things under control, 
continue to work with a mentor to develop 
your ability to use your newly sharpened 
tools in the proper ways to achieve that 
woodturning nirvana that we are all 
shooting for!  
  
I hope that everyone is enjoying the sea-
son so far.  There are lots of great 
demonstrations and workshops coming 
up.  So, work on your sharpening now, 
early in the season, so that you are all 
tuned up and ready to take advantage of 
the great things coming up. 
 
Until then, keep turning and keep learn-
ing! 
--Mark 

(Continued from page 1) 

From the Chair                    by Mark Mazzo 

The ñChallenge Projectò for October  is to 
try your hand at spindle turning. Take ad-
vantage of Jim Echterôs September tutori-
al on spindle turning. Practice with the 
skew and spindle gouge.   
  
Practice Exercises According to Jim : 
¶ Use green wood if at all possible for 
practice 
¶ Rough it round 
¶ About 2 inches in diameter 
¶ Mark 5/8ò wide layout lines 
¶ Cut coves 
¶ Rough it smooth again 
¶ Mark 5/8ò wide layout lines 

¶ Cut Vôs 
¶ Cut beads 
¶ Knock down 
every other 
bead 
¶ Cut coves 
¶ Repeat, re-
peat, repeat 

 
When you have 
done a dozen or 
so, youôll be on 
your way to becoming a good turner ǅ 

The October Challenge Project        By Ralph Mosher 

                         Photo by Jim Echter 

Practice exercises. 
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POLYRHYTHM                 Photo by Roy Ference 

ñPOLYRHYTHMò 

Congratulations to all of you and thanks for all of the support!  

Spindle Turning                   By Jim Echter 

                       Photos by Ralph Mosher 

 

Jim Preparing 
stock 

A few of Jimôs 
turnings 

Spindle turning tools 
Roughing gouge, skew, detail gouge and parting tools. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Spindle Turning                   By Jim Echter 

                       Photos by Ralph Mosher 

Cut toward supporting fibers 

Using the 
roughing gouge 

1 

2 

Turning a cove with 
a detail gouge 

3 

4 

5 

Shaving from 
the skew cut 

1 
2 

Turning a bead with 
the skew 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

(Continued on page 5) 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Spindle Turning                   By Jim Echter 

                       Photos by Ralph Mosher 

Pointing out the long 
point of the skew for 

cutting 

Demonstrating a 
cut with the skew 

1 
2 

3 

Cutting a cove between two beads. 
Step 1) Remove waste with a skew 

4 6 

5 

Step 2) Cutting the cove with a detail gouge  

1 

2 

Cuts with a 
parting tool 

2 

1 

Cuts on 
square stock 

(Continued from page 4) 



  

Finger Lakes Woodturners    http://fingerlakeswoodturners.org/   October 2011  
6 

Hope Hall Benefit                                      By Gary W. Russell 

                      Photos by Ralph Mosher  

On Saturday, September 17th, I did a 
demo for Trinity Emmanuel Church's Gar-
age sale for the Benefit of Hope Hall.  If 
you are not familiar with Hope Hall, they 
provide, among other things, education 
opportunities for mentally challenged chil-
dren. 

 
I had my apprehensions about doing this 
since I've not done anything like this be-
fore.  I was afraid that my pieces would fly 
off or I would do a lot of skate cuts with 
the customary accompanying phrases. 

And, since 
I was in a 
church, 
you can 
bet I was 
nervous. 
By the 
way, I  had 
only one 
bad skate 
cut and I 
was able 

to keep myself under control.  Also, the 
Church has never done a demo before 
and I wasn't sure there would be any in-
terest (after all, it was a Garage Sale), or 
that I could make any money for them.  
 
Well, all went well.  I had a number of in-
terested people, and I made $40.50 for 
the cause.  The sale made just under 
$1000 so my contribution wasn't a bad 
showing for the light turnout.  I got some 
people interested in turning; and the Hope 

Hall repre-
sentative 
would like 
the Club to 
do a 
Demo for 
their kids 
in their 
woodwork-
ing shop.  
Two club 
members 

stopped to offer support and took a turn at 
turning; Ralph Mosher and Randy Frank.  
Ralph even sold his top after he made it. 
Nice work Ralph. 
 
Thanks to the FLWT's, I had the use of 
the Club lathe (Jet variable speed Midi 
with a Oneway chuck) which made set-up 
easy since I didn't have to take mine 

(Continued on page 7) 

Gary Turning a Top! 

Embellishing the Top! 

A final touch! 
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THE IDEA 
 
We have all had or 
still have that per-
fect piece of wood 
in the shop just 
waiting to be turned 
into something spe-
cial. Well, I had that 
perfect piece of 
spalted maple 
6òx14òx1ò with a 
fantastic pattern in 
it. It was so nice 

that I didn't want to ruin it so it sat in my 
shop for several years. I had an idea as to 
what I wanted, which was a multi-axis 
arch with an off-center bowl cut into it that 
would be encircled by that perfect spalted 
pattern. Great idea! But I really didn't 
know how to go about accomplishing it; 

so I read a couple of articles and enlisted 
the aid of Ralph Mosher, one of our men-
tors from the Finger Lakes Woodturners 
club (a Chapter of AAW). Now, even 
though he is an accomplished turner, he 
had not done anything like this before; but 
he agreed to the challenge anyway. So 
we were off and running. 
 
DAY 1 

Now I did read somewhere that I should 
glue some sacrificial wood along the 
sides and cut it into a circle on the band 
saw so that we wouldn't be turning so 
much air, and it would be safer to turn.  I 
also reinforced the really soft parts of the 

(Continued on page 8) 

Gary Russell 

apart and 
transport it 
and it 
came with 
a nice ta-
ble.  The 
downside 
of this was 
that when I 
got it, I 
was told 
that I have 
to keep it 
until it was 

needed by someone else.  I can live with 
that.  So if someone else needs it, contact 
me. 
 
All-in-all it was a good experience and I 

had some fun.  I even have some leftover 
tops for the Club. ǅ 

(Continued from 
page 6) 

The finished product! Ralph Mosher and Randy Frank 
Taking a turn at lathe. 

Hope Hall Benefit                                      By Gary W. Russell 

                      Photos by Ralph Mosher  

The Grand Adventure         By Gary Russell and Ralph Mosher 

           Photos by Gary Russell, Ralph Mosher and the late David Smith 

See pages 9 and 10 for a brief photo 
essay our process sequence. 
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The Grand Adventure         By Gary Russell and Ralph Mosher 

           Photos by Gary Russell, Ralph Mosher and the late David Smith 

wood with thin CA glue. I did this, and 
then I took it to Ralph's shop ready to be 
turned. Well, this didn't happen. After sev-
eral hours of him just studying the wood 
and trying to figure out what to do, we 
mounted it on the lathe We put it between 
centers with a slight cock to it at the cen-
ter of where the bowl was to be cut. The 
whole circle was now off-center and just 
missed the Powermatic lathe bed (this 
was just a happy accident since I never 
measured the piece from the onset). 
When we turned the lathe on and thought 
about turning it into this lovely art piece, 
the board was now so severely out of bal-
ance that it wouldn't hold the angles we 
set. So I was sent home with more prep-
work to do. When I got home, my wife 
asked what we accomplished all after-
noon. When I told her, she just shook her 
head - she just doesn't understand us 

turners. 
 
DAY 2 

With a newly created circle centered on 
the determined bowl location, I trekked off 
to Ralph's shop with grand hopes of see-
ing my piece created. We re-centered the 
piece with the slight cock to it, and Ralph 
started to cut the top face to be sure it 
wouldn't come off the lathe and to make 

sure that what we wanted to do would ac-
tually work. He then let me turn but soon 
took over since, well, I'm not too good at 
it. I was just as happy since I had the op-
portunity to watch an expert and was able 
to learn from his techniques. Because of 
the softness of the wood which was well 
past its prime, it took a long time to cut 
since he needed to make really light cuts 
and had to sharpen his tools often (we 
used his tools since he didn't like the an-
gles and sharpening I had on mine). We 
really needed to have sharp tools to ac-
complish these cuts due to the punky na-
ture of the wood even though we consist-
ently added CA glue to these soft parts. 
The cuts were short pull shearing cuts. 
After three quarters of a day at this we 
finished the top. We turned it over to do 
the bottom but now found that due to the 
angles we were turning, parts of the sacri-
ficial wood were too thin and it was again 

severely out of balance. After instructions 
to me to take it home and re-balance the 
piece, we called it a day; and I went home 
with a smile on my face to show my wife 
what we did. I was thrilled at the progress, 
but she promptly told me I needed to find 
a mentor who works faster. She still 
doesn't understand us turners.  

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 11) 

The Perfect Piece! 
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2. Cutting the disk 1. Glueing up the sacrificial boards 

The Grand Adventure         By Gary Russell and Ralph Mosher 

           Photos by Gary Russell, Ralph Mosher and the late David Smith 

4. Adjusting 
the axis 

9. Turning a tenon 
on the bottom 

5. My first cuts 

6. Watchful Hands 

3. Mounting on the lathe. 

7. Cutting towards 
the center 

11. Reducing the 
thin waste 

12. Cutting air 

8. Remounting 
after attaching 
counter weights 

10. Shaping 
the bottom 

13. Working towards 
the center 

14. Refining the 
bottom tenon 
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The Grand Adventure         By Gary Russell and Ralph Mosher 

           Photos by Gary Russell, Ralph Mosher and the late David Smith 

15. View of off 
axis spin 

16. Shear cutting the 
outside edge 

17. Shaping 
the bowl 

18. The finished bowl 
with decorative ring 

19. Mounting with 
rabbit jig to turn the 
bowl bottom  

21. Safer 
mounting 
with Duct 
tape 

22. Shaping the 
bowl bottom 

20. Rabbit jig failed! 
Work on the floor! 
No one hurt! 

23. Reinforcing the 
punky spots with CA 

glue 

24. Blending the 
bottom with sand 

paper 

25. The finished 
piece! 

26. Another 
view! 
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DAY 3 

Now with my counterweight firmly at-
tached, I made my way back to Ralph's to 
do the bottom. This time Ralph let me do 
the cutting. He thought that with all the 
watching I did, I would now be an expert. 
Well, I didn't do half bad; however, he did 
do the final shear scraping to form a 
smooth surface. Even with his expert 
hands we still had to add a fair amount of 
thin CA glue to the surface to keep tear-
out to a minimum. We kept a tenon on the 
bottom to be able to hold the piece to cut 
the inside of the bowl. We did this in a 
record amount of time, only one full after-
noon. Thinking that I had a really nice 
shape, I showed my wife my prize piece 
and she said ñwhat is it supposed to be?ò 
By now one would think that she would 
understand. Somehow I don't think this 
will ever happen. 
 
DAY 4 

With the tenon now clamped into the bowl 
chuck and placed on the lathe, we formed 
the inside of the bowl. We added a little 
cut line around the outside of the bowl for 
enhancement. I thought it was looking 
pretty good at this point. After about 3 
hours I took my piece home not too sure I 
wanted to show it to my wife. She didn't 
disappoint me since she said with a dead-
pan face ñone of us will die of old age be-
fore this ever gets done.ò I just shook my 
head and walked down into my shop. 
 
DAY 5 

After cutting away all of the excess sacrifi-
cial wood from the piece I was off for an-
other adventurous day. Now was the time 
to cut off the tenon and form the bottom of 
the bowl. We thought that the best way 
would be to put it in cole jaws with the 
center of the bowl centered in the jaws. 

This proved harder than we expected 
since the bowl was not in the center of the 
board. So we removed the rubber cups 
from half of the cole jaws and screwed a 
rabbited piece of wood on the other side 
to hold it in place. This worked great for a 
while until it decided to slip off one of the 
unsecured ends and go flying into the wall 
behind us and drop to the floor. With all 
that CA glue in the board and a soft dry-
wall wall it miraculously didn't break or 
chip. After our hearts stopped racing, we 
made one more addition to the jig ï lots of 
duct tape. Now it wasn't going anywhere 
except in a circle. The rest of the bottom 
now went without a hitch. It was now 
done except for sanding and finishing. 
This I would do in my shop, so home I 
went, trying to sneak into the shop without 
my wife seeing me because I was tired of 
all those smart comments. She saw me, 
looked at the piece and said ñnow I see 
what you were trying to do.ò That made it 
all worthwhile. 
 
DAYS 6-9 
I had to trim off all the excess sacrificial 
boards and power sand the edges with a 
belt sander to remove any excess wood 
and glue. I had to be careful to insure 
straight edges. Since most of the rest of 
the piece was long with a very slight 
curve, I did most of the rest of the sanding 
with the Fein MultiMaster. This made life 
easier and quicker. Hand sanding com-
pleted this process. Finish was several 
coats of Salad Bowl Oil. 
 
VOILA 

The piece is now finished and sitting on 
our table. My wife accepts it as just anoth-
er of my wood turnings that clutter her 
house. Oh well, I like it. 
 
 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 12) 

The Grand Adventure         By Gary Russell and Ralph Mosher 

           Photos by Gary Russell, Ralph Mosher and the late David Smith 
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THINGS WE SHOULD HAVE KNOWN 
OR DONE DIFFERENTLY 
 
1. The piece should have been at 
least a inch and a half to two inches 
thick for more wood for easier 
chucking and to provide a more 
pronounced arch.  

2. Things change. That perfect spalted 
pattern changed significantly as we 
cut into it. It no longer swirled 
around the bowl.  

3. I should not have used plywood for 
the sacrificial wood. Plywood chips 
too much and results in many trips 
to the grinding jig.  

4. Don't use white glue for attaching 
the sacrificial boards. It made it too 
hard to remove and clean up. Pos-
sibly hot glue would have been bet-
ter.  

5. Rough sanding the long curves first 
may have saved time.  

6. The use of the cole jaws was to 
dangerous since it was not secure 
enough. A wood jig would have 
been better.  

7. Last but not least, don't show your 
piece to your wife until you're done. 

ǅ 

 

(Continued from page 11) 

Bowl detail 

The finished piece! 

The Grand Adventure         By Gary Russell and Ralph Mosher 

           Photos by Gary Russell, Ralph Mosher and the late David Smith 


